
St Benedict Joseph Labre
Patron Saint of  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and of the Homeless  

He was born in 1748 in a village near Boulogne, the eldest of fifteen
children of a local shopkeeper. As a youth he was absorbed in reading
the Bible and the lives of the saints. He determined to join a religious
order to devote himself to God's service, but none would accept him as
they felt he was unsuited to community life. 

He instead became a permanent pilgrim. Over the years he visited all
the main pilgrim shrines in western Europe, depending entirely on alms.
He did not beg, but  relied on what people gave him voluntarily, and
often passed on what he had received to those he thought in greater
need. From 1774 he lived in Rome, sleeping rough in the Colosseum
until forced by illness to enter a hospice for the poor. 

He spent his days visiting churches, especially those in which the Forty
Hours devotion was being held. He became known as 'the saint of the
Forty Hours,' often spending hours in contemplation before the Blessed
Sacrament.  He fell ill and died in Holy Week 1783, aged 35.  

Prayer of St Benedict  Joseph Labre
Jesus Christ, King of glory, came in peace, God became man. The Word
became flesh. Jesus  Christ  was born of  the Virgin  Mary. Jesus  Christ
went in peace among men. Jesus Christ was crucified. Jesus Christ died.
Jesus Christ was buried. Jesus Christ is risen. Jesus Christ ascended to
heaven. Jesus Christ triumphs, Jesus Christ reigns. Jesus Christ governs.
May Jesus Christ deliver us from all evil. Jesus is with us!  Amen

 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH

BROOK GREEN

FORTY HOURS

OF ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

IN THE YEAR OF THE WORD

THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH
 

Thursday 21st  and Friday 22nd  November
7.30 am – 12 midnight

Saturday 23rd November
7.30 am – 6.00 pm

Mass each day at 7.00 am and 6.00 pm



A Time of Prayer with Jesus
‘How good it is to be on our knees before the Blessed Sacrament
and simply to be in his presence. The best incentive for sharing the
Gospel comes from contemplating it with love.’ (Pope Francis)

 We need to ensure there are people praying in the Church
for the whole period of the Forty Hours. 

 Individuals  and  parish  groups  and  organisations  and  our
parish primary schools are invited to pledge to pray for a
period in church.

 The prayer of individuals should be silent.
 Groups/organisations/schools  may  have  readings,  prayers,

songs, directed to Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament
 Please sign the chart in the porch to show the time you will

pray in church. 'Could you not watch with me one hour?'

What are we praying for?  
 In this Year of the Word, 'The God who Speaks', that our

recent Catholic Bible Weekend may bear fruit in a deepening
love and knowledge of Scripture. For our new Bible Study
Groups and for Bible initiatives to take root in our parish.

 For increased attendance at our weekday Masses

 For our First Communion families, Confirmation candidates,
RCIA Group members.

 For the struggling or persecuted Church in the Middle East,
especially  in  Iraq  for  Archbishop Nathaniel  Nizar  Semaan
and his  new diocese with its  many needs. For our future
twinning with a parish in his diocese.

 For those in need, continuing the theme of  World Day for
the Poor,  17th November.  We pray especially for the guests
of our homeless night shelter, whom we serve in union with
our ecumenical  partners as members  of Glass Door.  We
pray  with  St  Benedict  Joseph  Labre, Patron  Saint  of  the
Homeless and of Eucharistic Adoration, (see back page.)  

 For our country and all seeking public office as we prepare
for  a  General  Election  and  for  a  wise  resolution  of  our
future relationship with Europe.

 In response to the appeal made by Pope Francis last year:    
 ‘I invite the entire holy faithful People of God to a penitential     
           exercise of prayer and fasting…in reparation for sins of abuse 
           perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated    
           persons… This can awaken our conscience and arouse our 
           solidarity and commitment to a culture of care that says never    
           again to every form of abuse.’
 

Special Events during the Forty Hours

Mass each day at 7.00 am and 6.00 pm

Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd November: at 8.00 pm  
Evening  Devotion  with  Address  on  the  Word  of  God  and  the
Eucharist, by Father Tim Dean

Saturday 23rd  November:
5.30 pm   Benediction
given by the Most Revd George Stack,  Archbishop of Cardiff

6.00 pm   Sung Mass of Christ the King of the Universe.
Main celebrant: Most Revd George Stack,  Archbishop of Cardiff

7.15 pm  
Drinks and light refreshments in the Parish Centre
Watch  out  for  newsletter  requests  for  finger  food  and  help  in
setting up.

Donations invited towards the cost of candles and flowers
for the Forty Hours – please use one of the special envelopes at
the back of church.  


