
                       TODAY Sunday: Homemade Sweets Sale  
after Sunday Masses           

                by our Syriac Catholic community in aid of Iraqi Christians 

 

 

Coffee and tea after 10am Mass: you are all invited to have tea and coffee in the 
parish centre after 10am Mass every Sunday. 
 
Christmas Eve 6pm Mass: Children are invited to come dressed as shepherds and 
angels – put the date in your diaries! 
 
Donate a Christmas Gift to a Prisoner’s Child We have once again been asked to 
provide Christmas gifts for children with a parent in prison organised by PACT. If you 
would like to provide one new gift for an allocated child, suggested value £10-£15 
please contact the parish office. Thank you. All gifts must be received by the parish 
office on Friday 13th December! 
 
How your Sunday donations have been spent 
Once a month we will publish some of our expenses enabling you to see how your 
Sunday donations have been spent. Our beautiful church is an old listed building 
and sadly very expensive to maintain. The daily running of the church, parish centre 
and presbytery must all be financed by your donations and we do not receive any 
money from the Diocese, the Vatican or the Government.     

Paid in November: 

£1113.86   British Gas, monthly cost of heating the church only 
£789.14     Altar wine and candles 
£128.98     Parish centre toilet paper, rubbish sacks, cleaning materials etc 
£50.93       Stannah Lift service for the parish centre (6 monthly) 
£119.34     phone and broadband 
£1350        maintenance, improvements and repairs in church, parish centre and    
                   Presbytery from September to November 
£112.14     G4S secure cash collection (5 weeks)  
£30     Flowers (weekly) 
£84.22       printing 
£178.44     altar breads 
£65     window cleaning presbytery (outside only) 
£480          replacement of cast iron rain water pipe by presbytery front door 
£84.75     light bulbs, every lightbulb in the church, house and parish centre has a    
                   different fitting, shape and voltage and we don’t know the type until the            
                   broken bulb has been removed 
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Second Sunday of Advent 

 8th December 19 

 

Today’s Readings p.169-173: 
Is 11:1-10; Paul 15:4-9, Mt 3:1-12 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Service Times 

 

    Saturday Vigil Mass 6 pm, Sunday at 8.30 am, 10 am, 11.30 and 6pm 
Sunday at 1 pm Syriac Rite, in Arabic and Aramaic 

Mass daily 9.30 am & 6 pm Benediction: Sat. 5-5.40 pm 
Rosary: prayed in church Mon-Fri at 6.30pm, after Mass 

Confession: Saturday 10-10.30 am and 5.15-5.40pm 
First Friday Adoration: 5-6pm 

 
 

       OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 10am-1pm and 2pm-4pm 

http://www.holytrinityw6.org/
mailto:brookgreen@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:brookgreensg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk


Today's Bible Readings Isaiah is the great Old Testament prophet of the Advent 
season. Today's extract is the origin of the Advent custom of the Jesse Tree. The root 
is Jesse, the father of King David, and the trunk and branches shooting up are his 
descendants, including all the Old Testament prophets, kings and saints, and 
growing upwards at the top of the tree to Mary and finally Jesus, 'great David's 
greater son.' On him rest the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, which he shares with us 
in Baptism and Confirmation. The Gospel introduces us to Jesus' forerunner, John 
the Baptist, who is the voice preparing the way of the Lord by urging repentance 
from sin, expressed by being baptised in the water of the River Jordan. By contrast, 
the one who is to come, will, John says, baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
Bible Sunday is in England and Wales another name for the Second Sunday of 
Advent. St Paul tells us in the 2nd reading, 'Everything that was written long ago in 
the scriptures was meant to teach us something about hope.'  We shall be deferring 
the annual Blessing of our Parish Readers until the Sunday of the Word of God,26th 

January, (3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time,) recently inaugurated by Pope Francis as an 
annual observance. 
 
There will be a stall with Christmas Cards and Gifts from Aid to the Church in Need 
after this Sunday's Masses. All proceeds go to help persecuted or needy Christians 
throughout the world. 
 
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of our Lady is celebrated this year on 
Monday 9th December. The statue of our Lady of Lourdes is this weekend moved 
from the Baptistery to a place in the sanctuary beside the altar. This is because it 
was to Bernadette in Lourdes that Mary said, 'I am the Immaculate Conception.' This 
feast is the patronal festival of St Mary's School, Masbro Road, and so we welcome 
the school to Mass at 9.30 am. Mass also celebrated at 6.00 pm. 
 
Preparing for Christmas in the Year of the Word 
You are invited to the second of two meetings, on Tuesday 10th December at 8.00 
pm, in the presbytery. We will reflect on the Christmas story in Scripture -  
Matthew's and Luke's accounts of the events around the Birth of Jesus. This will 
hopefully enrich our Christmas observance amidst all those other things happening 
at this time. The Facilitator will be Michael Kenny. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Blessing of Bambinelli – the figures of the Baby Jesus for your crib at home, will be 
blessed at Family Mass on Third Sunday of Advent, 15th December. Remember to 
bring yours! 
 
A Leaflet giving times of Christmas services and of Confessions before Christmas is 
now available. 

Thank you to everyone involved in the Advent Bazaar last Sunday. Roughly £1000 was 
raised in support of Bishop Nizar’s project in Iraq. The winning tube station was Elephant 

& Castle which was correctly chosen by Con Smith and Honor Moore. 
 

Holy Trinity presents: “A Christmas Carol Concert” 
 

Monday16th December at 7pm 

 

                                featuring Holy Trinity Family Choir  
                                                 and the resident Syriac Choir 
 

                                A collection of festive pieces, biblical lessons,  
                                                 and congregational carols 

 

Retiring collection for Bishop Nizar Semaan's ongoing pro bono projects in 
his Iraqi diocese. Mulled wine and mince pie reception in the parish centre 
afterwards.  

 

Congratulations to Fr Richard on his 24th anniversary of Catholic Priesthood on 4th 
December. We thank him for all he does and wish him “Ad Multos Annos”. 

 
With Most Grateful Thanks: The family of the late Vincent Chute wish to thank Fr 
Richard for his kindness in arranging such a worthy and beautiful Requiem Mass 
celebrated on 27th November. Thank you too to all the parishioners who sent messages 
of sympathy, prayers and Mass cards, your kindness is greatly appreciated at this very 
sad time for us. May God bless you. A Mass will be celebrated for your intentions. 

 

Preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism: If you have a child for Baptism under 5 years 
old please email us for an application form. You will be contacted once the form has 
been received. A copy of one of the Catholic parents’ baptism certificate will be required.  
Baptisms can only take place on Saturdays at 11am. Ask God’s blessing on: Cillian 
O’Malley-Garcia De Leon and Emma Loa Riva baptised here this weekend. 

 
Please pray for the sick especially: Danny Cavanagh, Ethan Hollyman, Francis Brady, 
Heather Marcille, Breda Moloney, Edward Atkinson, Ray Collins, Christina Sweeney, 
Jenny Majumdar, Mickey Dastor, Claudia Jaksch, Lyda Franco and Eddie Hughes. We 
commend to God those who died recently: Colm O’Donnell, Anne Cantacuzino, Vera 
Masto, Annette French and those with anniversaries around this time: Enedina and Juan 
Antonio Zapata. 

 

Funeral for Anne Cantacuzino: Thu 19th Dec at 11am. May she rest in peace. 
 

Funeral for Colm O’Donnell: Mon 6th January at 12noon. May he rest in peace. 
 

Offertory collection 1st December: Env: £582.39 Loose: £815.39 Total: £1397.48. 


