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Pentecost Sunday 
31st May 2020 

 

Today’s Readings p.464-483 
Acts 2:1-11; Paul 12:3-7,12-13; Jn 17:20:19-23 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Service Times 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass 6 pm, Sunday at 8.30 am, 10 am, 11.30 and 6pm 

Sunday at 1 pm Syriac Rite, in Arabic and Aramaic 
Mass daily 9.30 am & 6 pm Benediction: Sat. 5-5.40 pm 

Rosary: prayed in church Mon-Fri at 6.30pm, after Mass 
Confession: Saturday 10-10.30 am and 5.15-5.40pm 

First Friday Adoration: 6.30-7.30pm 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  The parish office is closed until further notice. 
      Please email or telephone us. 

http://www.holytrinityw6.org/
mailto:brookgreen@rcdow.org.uk


Today's Bible Readings 

 
The First Reading on this Pentecost Sunday, the fiftieth and last day of the Easter Season, is from the 
Acts of the Apostles. With the coming of the Holy Spirit today, accompanied by the outward signs of 
wind and fire, after the nine-day prayer of Mary and the Apostles following Christ's Ascension, the 
Church is born and the Apostles are driven out to begin the proclamation of the Gospel. The fact that 
the mission of the Church is to all nations, and that despite this the Church is a unity, is symbolised by 
the preaching of the Apostles on this day to people of many different nations who were in Jerusalem, 
but each of whom heard the message spoken in his own language. 
 
In the Second Reading, from St Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians, we are told that the basic 
confession of Christian faith, 'Jesus is Lord', is made under the influence of the Holy Spirit. He goes on 
to explain that there is a great variety of gifts of the Holy Spirit, who works through many different 
people in many different ways. Despite this, we form a unity as parts of the Body of Christ, through our 
Baptism in the one Holy Spirit, who is given to us all to drink. 
 
The Gospel reminds us that the Holy Spirit whose outpouring reaches its climax on Pentecost, began 
to be given to the Apostles in the Upper Room on Easter Sunday evening, when the Risen Christ 
appeared to them, gave them his greeting of peace, and breathed on them to grant them the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to forgive sins in his name. 
 
Today's Psalm is a prayer that through the coming of the Holy Spirit our life and faith might be renewed: 
'Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.' 
 
The Sequence is a poem read before the Gospel on a few special feast days of the year. Today's, which 
is often called 'The Golden Sequence' on account of its poetic beauty, was written by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury Stephen Langton, in the 13th century. It is the only prayer in the Roman Missal composed 
by an Englishman. We ask the Holy Spirit to send his radiant light from heaven, to fill our inmost being, 
and describe him as Father of the poor, giver of enduring treasures, best of consolers, delightful guest 
of the soul, bestower of refreshing peace, comfort in toil, coolness in the heat, solace in woe. We ask 
him to heal our wounds, renew our strength, bedew our dryness, wash away our guilty stains, bend 
our stubborn hearts, melt what is frozen and warm what is chill. Finally, we ask for his sevenfold gifts 
in this life, comfort at the time of death, and eternal joy. 
 
 
Prayers for Pentecost 
 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created. 
And you shall renew the face of the earth. 
Let us pray 
O God, who taught the hearts of the faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant that by the gift of the 
same Spirit we may be always truly wise and ever rejoice in his consolation. Through Christ our Lord 
  
 
Prayer for the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who,  
before ascending into heaven,  
didst promise to send the Holy Ghost  
to finish Thy work in the souls  
of Thy Apostles and Disciples,  



deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me,  
that He may perfect in my soul  
the work of Thy grace and Thy love. 
 
Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom  
that I may despise the perishable things of this world  
and aspire only after the things that are eternal,  
 
the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind  
with the light of Thy divine truth,  
 
 

the Spirit of Counsel  
that I may ever choose the surest way  
of pleasing God and gaining Heaven,  
 
the Spirit of Fortitude  
that I may bear my cross with Thee,  
and that I may overcome with courage  
all the obstacles that oppose my salvation,  
 
the Spirit of Knowledge  
that I may know God and know myself  
and grow perfect in the science of the Saints,  
 
the Spirit of Piety  
that I may find the service of God sweet and amiable,  
 
the Spirit of Fear  
that I may be filled with a loving reverence towards God,  
and may dread in any way to displease Him.  
Mark me, dear Lord,  
with the sign of Thy true disciples  
and animate me in all things with Thy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
 
A video meditation on the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
using Christian art and music, to help us as we spend time in prayer on the Vigil of Pentecost, as the Cardinal 
has encouraged us to do. It can be found at https://christian.art/videos.php   
  
The Cardinal’s video message for Pentecost   
link    https://vimeo.com/421046273 

 
 
 
Whit Monday is the Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church 
From the New Testament onwards, Mary is seen as Mother of the Church. St John describes her standing at 
the foot of the cross, and there being given by Jesus to the Beloved Disciple (symbolising us all) as his Mother. 
Already at the wedding feast of Cana she is present with her Son and the Apostles, and through her 
instruction to do whatever Jesus tells the servants, the miracle of changing water into wine becomes possible. 
In the book of the Apocalypse she is a symbol of the Church undergoing persecution on account of Christ, 

https://christian.art/videos.php
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and yet destined for the heavenly glory that she has already attained. In the novena before Pentecost we 
have been conscious of her presence with the Apostles in the upper room, praying for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit to give birth to the Church, just as she has already received the gift of the Holy Spirit at the 
Annunciation enabling her to give birth to the Son of God. Pope St Paul VI proclaimed Mary to be Mother of 
the Church during the Second Vatican Council. Pope Francis within the last few years established on this day 
after Pentecost Sunday the Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church. 
 
The disciples devoted themselves with one accord to prayer with Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
O God, Father of mercies, whose only-begotten Son, as he hung upon the cross, chose the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, his Mother, to be our Mother also, grant, we pray, that with her loving help your Church 
may be more fruitful day by day, and exulting in the holiness of her children, may draw to her embrace 
all the families of the peoples. Through Christ our Lord. 

 
The Thursday after Pentecost is the Feast of Christ the Eternal High Priest 
On the cross Jesus offered the one perfect sacrifice to take away the sins of the world, and after his 
resurrection ascended into heaven, where at the right hand of God he is ever living to make intercession for 
us. The book of the Bible that explores this theme is the Letter to the Hebrews. Crucifixes that depict Christ 
robed in Mass vestments remind us that he is our High Priest, and that his sacrifice on the cross is made 
present to us in the Mass. Maundy Thursday marked Christ's institution of the Eucharistic sacrifice.  Ascension 
Thursday celebrated his being taken up to God's throne, and today's feast on the Thursday after Pentecost 
shows him exercising his High Priesthood in heaven. His presence with us in the Eucharist is traditionally 
celebrated on another Thursday, Corpus Christi – which is in two weeks' time. 
 
The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change; you are a priest for ever 
O God, who for your glory and the salvation of the human race willed to establish Christ as the eternal High 
priest, grant that the people he has gained for you by his blood, may, through their participation in his 
memorial, experience the power of his cross and resurrection, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

 
June is the Month of Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
The designs of his Heart are from age to age, to rescue their souls from death 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we who glory in the Heart of your beloved Son and recall the wonders of 
his love for us, may be made worthy to receive an overflowing measure of grace from that fount of heavenly 
gifts. Through Christ our Lord. 

 
Pope Francis to pray the Rosary with the Shrines of the world 
This Saturday, 30th May at 4.30 pm Pope Francis is to join Marian sanctuaries across the world, in a live 
broadcast, to pray to the Virgin Mary for help amidst the pandemic. (The month of the Rosary ends this 
Sunday 31st May.) "Devoted and with one accord to prayer, together with Mary (cf. Acts 1:14)": on this theme 
Pope Francis will lead the recitation of the Rosary. The Marian Shrines of the world, due to the health 
emergency, have had to interrupt their normal activities and pilgrimages. The Pope will once again be close 
to humanity in prayer, to ask the Virgin Mary for help amid the pandemic. The Pontifical Council for 
Promoting the New Evangelization writes that at the end of this Marian month, Pope Francis will place the 
sorrows of all humanity at the feet of our heavenly Mother, certain that she will not fail to help. The largest 
sanctuaries of the five continents will be connected online. These include Lourdes, Fatima, Lujan, Milagro, 
Guadalupe, San Giovanni Rotondo and Pompeii.   (Vatican News) 
 
 
 
First Communion Masses Postponed 
Already because of the Coronavirus lockdown, our Adults' Sacraments of Initiation at Easter, and our Young 
People's Confirmations, which were due to take place at the end of April, have had to be indefinitely 



postponed. The same is true of our children's First Communions, originally due to take place on the last 
Sunday of May and the First two Sundays of June. All these First Communion dates are definitely cancelled 
and will need to be rearranged in due course. Once the prohibition on churches being open and holding 
services is lifted, and parish activities with adults and children are allowed to take place (all of which may be 
a very gradual process) we shall be able with our catechists to arrange the completion of the remaining 
preparation sessions for First Communion families, rehearsals, and then the First Communion Masses 
themselves. We will contact all First Communion families when we are in a position to do so: please therefore 
wait to hear from us! 
 
 
 
Activities for families. 
 
Not to be missed: Lights in the Night – a beautiful & moving video of prayer for parishes & the world. 
Composed by Canon Patrick Browne & Patrick van de Vorst of Pimlico parish 
https://christian.art/videos.php 
 
Pimlico parish choir have also released ‘You’ve got a Friend’ on YouTube 
Short videos for children: Stations of Light including the story of Pentecost & Children’s Liturgy:  
www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/?hc location=group  
 
For adults & children: Resources offering hope and reassurance; videos with songs, reflective music, gospel 
stories & prayer for adults and children. www.emmausproductions.com/special-features/spiritual-comfort-
for-troubled-times. 
 
For those trying to cope with feeling isolated: Conversations & reflections by Fr. Christopher Jamieson OSB. 
www.alonetogether.org.net 
 

Thank you for keeping in touch and for sending in the children’s pictures.  
Keep sending your news and pictures of children’s artwork on Pentecost and Mary’s month of May to Fr. 
Mark to put in the Facebook gallery. 
 

 
 
 
 
Parish Facebook Page. 
  
It is good to know that so many of you are now following the Holy Trinity page on Facebook. As you know, 
the purpose of this is to pray and communicate with as many parishioners as possible, especially those who 
are feeling lonely or isolated and cut off from the church community. You do not need to have a Facebook 
account to access our page. 
  
This is the link that you follow, or type in your browser: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Trinity-Brook-Green-109169967400813/?epa=SEARCH_BOX 

  
If you connect to the above page at the advertised dates and times, you will see Father Mark live on video. 
You are invited to pray with him for the needs of the parish, the community and the wider world.  
  
Please note: You need to click on the LIVE EVENT and then click on ‘DISCUSSION’ 

    

http://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/?hc
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STOP PRESS! 
By popular demand, Holy Trinity will celebrate Mass online instead of the Liturgy of the Word and 
Prayers. It is planned that two Masses will be celebrated per week: one on a weekday, and the other on 
Sundays at 11:30.  
All are welcome to join us. Please tell your friends! 

 
Check our Facebook page regularly, for further live events coming up. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have been able to continue giving in these difficult times. If you wish to make a one-
off donation, please use the link on our website: holytrinityw6.org. We have installed a Virgin Money 
Giving button which allows you to donate by debit or credit card. This is a mobile friendly button. Please 
make sure to label your donation as Planned Giving (when you normally use envelopes) or simply donation 
(if not gift aiding).  

Alternatively, you may make any offering via bank transfer to: 

HSBC 
Acc Name: Westminster Roman Catholic Diocese Trustee, Brook Green Holy Trinity 

Acc no: 01308173 

Sort Code: 40-05-20 

 
Thank you for remembering that without your donations the parish cannot run. A lot of expenses remain 
whilst our income has been drastically reduced. We are very grateful for your continued support. 
 
 
 

NEEDING AND OFFERING HELP IN THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 

Some older people confined to home during the coronavirus emergency may not have anyone to get food 
shopping or prescriptions for them. If this is you, or someone close to you, please contact the Parish Office 
by phone or email and we will try and match you up with a parishioner who may be able to help. 

If you are one of our adult parishioners willing to volunteer in this way, please also let us know. (A number 
of you already kindly have done so – thank you!) We will then contact you to acknowledge your offer, 
attempt to match you with someone who would like help, and give you a few guidelines. 

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Although the church building has to remain closed, Mass is still being offered each day in our church. As is 
the case in normal circumstances, requests can still be made for the Mass to be offered for a particular 
intention, (which may be for a living or deceased person). To be able to let someone know that Mass is being 
offered for them, or perhaps for a sick or departed family member, is a lovely spiritual gift, and a powerful 
way of intercession. During this period when the parish office cannot be open, requests for Mass intentions 
can be made by e mail, or by phone to one of the priests. Usually people request a particular date: if that 
date has already been requested by someone else, a date nearby will be suggested to you, as each Mass can 
only be offered for one intention. One Sunday Mass is always offered for the intention of all the people of 
the parish. It is customary to make an offering when requesting a Mass intention. This has always been a 
contribution to the support of the priests of the particular parish where the Mass is being said. The Diocese 
of Westminster suggests the figure of £10 as a guideline, but it is of course entirely the free choice of the 



donor to decide this. In the present period when the parish office is closed, please make your requests for 
Mass intentions which can be celebrated now but wait until the church and office are open again before 
coming to make your offering, or make your donation online (details above and on our website.) Sometimes 
people send a card to let someone know Mass is being said for them or one of their family members, but 
this is not essential, and indeed during this period of closure we cannot supply Mass cards. 

 

Each Thursday Mass is being offered for all working in the NHS and all Hospital Chaplains 

 

Please note: Because of the Coronavirus crisis, Sr Jenefer’s office is closed until further notice, and she will 
not see any emails, or hear any voicemail messages, or be able to reply to them. For anything urgent, please 
contact one of the priests. 

 

Please pray for the sick, especially: Margaret Carney, Mary Scherer, Charley O’Neill, Christopher Browne, 
Clifford Browne, Marie Duffy, Irene Macneil, Joan Canning, Ethan Hollyman, Francis Brady, Heather Marcille, 
Breda Moloney, Edward Atkinson, Ray Collins, Christina Sweeney, Jenny Majumdar, Claudia Jaksch, Lyda 
Franco and Eddie Hughes. We commend to God those who dies recently: Matt McKiernan, Felix Gomesz, 
Neville Collins, Dorothy Burton, Jeanne Wordsworth, Eamonn Higgins, Diana Otten, Eunice Martins and 
Walter Daly and those with anniversaries around this time: Patrick Smith, John Flaherty,Susan Gibney and 
Eileen Flaherty. 
 
 
 
 
Father Richard writes.... 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
It is now a little over two months since places of worship needed to close, in order to protect everyone from 
the further spread of the coronavirus, and this period has included the second half of Lent, Holy Week, and 
now all of the Easter season. Fr Mark and I have been privileged still to be able to celebrate daily Mass in the 
church, and although none of you as our parishioners could be physically present, we have taken you with us 
spiritually to the altar. Also, many have been able to participate through the parish Facebook page in the 
broadcast Masses and devotions which Fr Mark is celebrating each week. 
 
As we move into phase two of the easing of restrictions, the Government has hinted that within the next few 
weeks, places of worship will be allowed to be open, for individual prayer, although not as yet for public 
services or corporate prayer of any kind. When it is safe for such an opening of the church to commence is a 
Government decision, not one that can be made by the Diocese or by our parish. 
 
But from now on we can begin to make the preparations the Diocese has explained are necessary.  When the 
church is able to open for individual prayer, social distancing and hygienic requirements will need to be strictly 
observed, so that all are protected from the coronavirus. This will require the marking in the church of places 
where people may sit, the direction in which we may move around the church, with floor markings to keep 
us at a safe distance from each other, and the regular cleaning and sanitising of the church. Whenever the 
church is open we will need a team of three stewards on duty – at the entrance and exit of the church, and 
in the church itself. These or other volunteers will also need to do a thorough domestic clean of the church 
every day, and at more regular intervals any areas of frequent touch. 
 
If you are prepared to help as a volunteer steward and/or cleaner, do please let us know by email: 
brookgreen@rcdow.org.uk or by leaving a message on our church mobile 07999 506 232. Please tell us which 

mailto:brookgreen@rcdow.org.uk


day(s) of the week you could be a volunteer, whether morning, afternoon or evening, and how long you could 
stay for – two hours would be very helpful. 
 
We need to begin to assemble our helpers now, so that when it is authorised to do so, we shall be in a position 
to open the church, having drawn up a rota. Because of all the requirements to be met, it is likely that the 
church will at first only be open for a short period each day, depending on the number of volunteers.  We will 
give all volunteers a rota, and announce on the church door and on the website the times of opening. 
Volunteers need to be fit and healthy, not over 70 years of age, or those with certain pre-existing health 
conditions, self-isolating or shielding. All necessary protective clothing and cleaning materials will be 
provided. 
 
With your help, it will be possible from whatever the authorised date is, to open our church for our 
parishioners and visitors to come and pray individually. If you cannot volunteer to help, do please come and 
pray in the church, once it is allowed to be open, unless you are one of those asked for health reasons to stay 
at home. We look forward to being able, when the church opens, to display outside it our banner with a 
photograph of our stained glass window of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which has the text from St John's 
Gospel, 'The Master is here, and is asking for you.' 
 
With all blessings and best wishes, 
 
FATHER RICHARD 
 
 


	Pope Francis to pray the Rosary with the Shrines of the world

