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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

5th April 20 
 

Today’s Readings p.316-336 
Is 50:4-7; Paul 2:6-11, Mt 26:14-27:66 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Service Times 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass 6pm, Sunday at 8.30am, 10am, 11.30 and 6pm 
Sunday at 1 pm Syriac Rite, in Arabic and Aramaic 

Mass daily 9.30am & 6pm Benediction: Sat. 5-5.40pm 
Rosary: prayed in church Mon-Fri at 6.30pm, after Mass 

Confession: Saturday 10-10.30am and 5.15-5.40pm 
First Friday Adoration: 5-6pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: The parish office is closed until further notice.      

     Please email or telephone us. 

http://www.holytrinityw6.org/
mailto:brookgreen@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:brookgreensg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk


Easter Duties of Confession and Holy Communion are removed this year 
In these extraordinary circumstances of the Covid-19 (coronavirus) pandemic when we are 
unable to gather together to celebrate the great feasts of Holy Week and Easter, Cardinal 
Vincent explains that the obligation of our Easter Duties to go to Confession and receive 
Holy Communion is removed from us. Instead, he says, we can make an Act of Perfect 
Contrition to express our deep sorrow at our sins against the goodness of God. We can 
then make an Act of Spiritual Communion at Easter. 
 
In the Case of Serious illness... 
The current health emergency has led to radical changes in our hospitals. To protect staff 
and patients, new rules essentially prevent almost all visits to in-patients. One side-effect 
of this is that priests will not have the same access to patients in hospitals they have always 
had up until now. In particular, patients with Covid-19 are strictly isolated even from their 
own families. 
In recent days Pope Francis has approved a new decree which, during the current crisis, 
provides the option of a plenary indulgence (the remittance of all temporal punishment for 
sins forgiven) to those who cannot receive the Last Rites of the Church in practice this 
means that if a patient cannot get to confession because a priest cannot attend, then God, 
in his love for us offers us other means of forgiveness. As St Paul reminds us in his letter to 
Timothy, God desires all men and women to be saved. (cf 1 Timothy 2:4). Patients in these 
circumstances are urged to say the prayers below and make an act of perfect contrition – 
this means that we hate the sins we have committed, we are truly sorry for them, are 
resolved not to sin again and that we will confess our sins if we can, when that is possible. 
This prayer of sorrow will obtain forgiveness of both mortal and venial sin. The act of 
contrition can be in the patient’s own words – no specific formula is needed. It can be a 
simple phrase, “Lord, have pity on me, a sinner.” 
The indulgence is also granted to every Catholic who, at the point of death, cannot receive 
the Last Rites (as may well be the case due to current health restrictions), and who, even if 
they cannot recite the prayers below, in their life, has tried to pray and to love God. Please 
make this information known to anyone currently in hospital or likely to be admitted. 
Prayers to obtain the indulgence for those facing serious illness or danger of death: 
The Apostles' Creed, the Our Father, the Hail Mary 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give you my heart and my soul. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist 
me in my last agony. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, may I breathe forth my soul in peace with 
You, Amen 
 
From the Pope's Homily in St Peter's Square on 27th March before the special Urbi et 
Orbi blessing 
Dear brothers and sisters, from this place that tells of Peter’s rock-solid faith, I would like 
this evening to entrust all of you to the Lord, through the intercession of Mary, Health of 
the People and Star of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade that embraces Rome and the 
whole world, may God’s blessing come down upon you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may 
you bless the world, give health to our bodies and comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be 
afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy 



of the storm. Tell us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, “cast 
all our anxieties onto you, for you care about us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7). 
 
 

NEEDING AND OFFERING HELP IN THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 
 

Some older people confined to home during the coronavirus emergency may not have 
anyone to get food shopping or prescriptions for them. If this is you, or someone close 
to you, please contact the Parish Office by phone or email and we will try and match you 
up with a parish volunteer who may be able to help.  
 
If you are one of our adult parishioners willing to volunteer in this way, please also let 
us know. (A number of you already kindly have done so – thank you!) We will then 
contact you to acknowledge your offer, attempt to match you with someone who would 
like help, and give you a few guidelines. 
 

 
 
Easter Offering 
If you are in a financial position to make an Easter Offering towards the support of the 
clergy, we are most grateful. In that case, please place it in any envelope, which you should 
mark 'Easter Offering', and post it through the presbytery's secure letterbox. With grateful 
thanks. Alternatively you may make your offering via bank transfer to:  
HSBC 
Acc name:  WRCDT Brook Green Catholic Church 
Acc No: 01308173 
Sort code: 40-05-20 
Please mark your donation as Easter Offering. Thank you. 
 

 
Canon Edward Matthews, RIP 
Last Wednesday, 1st April, we received the sad news of the death earlier that day of Father 
Eddie, who was a much loved parish priest of Holy Trinity Brook Green, 1993-2003.  Father 
Eddie died peacefully at the East Surrey Hospital following admission last Thursday. He was 
born in London on 9th February 1937 and ordained to the Priesthood for the Diocese of 
Westminster at the English College Lisbon on 16th June 1962. Funeral arrangements will be 
in accordance with the protocols necessary due to the coronavirus pandemic. Memorial 
Requiem Masses will be celebrated when it is possible later in the year, including one here 
at Holy Trinity. Fr Richard and Fr Mark were able to offer Mass for the repose of his soul on 
the day of his death. 
 
 
 
 



Father Mark writes:  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Your physical presence is very much missed in the daily round of prayer life at Holy Trinity. 
Although we are unable to see each other in person, you are all very much in my thoughts 
and prayers by which we are connected spiritually.  
 
So called ‘social distancing’, whereby we have to stay two metres away from one another, 
is undoubtedly a life saver for our fellow human beings and for the NHS.  However, I don’t 
know about you, but I am finding it very counter cultural. Whoever heard of a priest who 
wanted to distance himself from the people?! This separation is particularly painful as we 
begin Holy Week this weekend with Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. However, our God, 
in whom we believe and worship, wants to be with us so completely that He walks with us 
through even the basest and heartbreaking of human experiences, such as the dark valley 
through which we are all walking at the moment. When God enters into our human 
experiences of isolation, loneliness, rejection, sickness, despair and even violence, He 
redeems them. As we find ourselves in such places, we find the presence of God with us 
and this is the blessing. The challenge will be, when life eventually returns to normal, and 
we are comforted and well cared for, that we are still called to meet Jesus in his passion 
and crucifixion. We can always see Him in the poor, the outcast, the sick and suffering, 
those who are ashamed, those who are broken in our families, communities and the world. 
Let us pray we may see the eyes of Christ in those who suffer during and beyond the 
coronavirus crisis. May our hearts be tender to care for them.  
 
And now some good news! At the suggestion of some of our parishioners, and with their 
help, we have set up a Facebook page for the parish. The purpose of this is to pray and 
communicate with as many parishioners as possible, especially those who are feeling 
lonely or isolated and cut off from the church community. You do not need to have a 
Facebook account to access our page.  
 
This is the link that you follow, or type in your browser:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Trinity-Brook-Green-109169967400813 

   
If you connect to the above page at the following dates and times, you will see me on video 
and you are invited to pray with me for the needs of the parish, the community and the 
wider world.  
 

Saturday 4th April  4pm  Pray the Rosary together.  
 

Sunday 5th April  12 noon Liturgy of the Word and Prayers 
 

Tuesday 7th April 7.30pm Liturgy of the Word and Prayers 

 



Friday 10th April  11am  Good Friday Stations of the Cross 
 

Sunday 12th April 11:45am Easter Liturgy of the Word and Prayers 
 

Prayer is paramount at this exceptional time. Initially, it was thought a good idea for 
Christians to place a lit candle in the window of their home as a witness to the world. 
However, with the onset of the lighter evenings, it is deemed better to put a poster in our 
windows as a sign of faith and trust in the Lord in these troubled times. The poster is 
attractive and obtainable at this link: www.cte.org.uk/prayersofhope. Perhaps you might 
like to print a poster and show it in the street window of your home? It could well 
encourage those who are downhearted. 
  
I am aware that some people do not have the internet and, therefore, the lack of 
opportunities for them to follow the celebration of Mass. If you know anybody in this 
category please speak to them and tell them there is a regular celebration of Mass 
broadcast by RTE Radio which is accessible here on a standard radio, on 252 Long Wave. 
We understand that the full quota of Holy Week ceremonies will be broadcast on RTE.  
 

Rest assured that Holy Mass is being celebrated every day in our church, by Father Richard 
and me, for your intentions and those of the wider community. As we begin Holy Week, in 
these extraordinary circumstances, we will carry your prayers with us throughout the 
week. This most especially applies during the Sacred Triduum of the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, the commemoration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday and, 
of course, on Holy Saturday.  
 

May the Lord bless each and every one of you as you walk with your priests spiritually 
through these holy days of the salvation wrought for each one of us by Jesus Christ.  
 

All good wishes and prayers,  
 

Father Mark.  
 
 
 
News for parents & children from Sr. Jenefer  
 

Today is Palm Sunday. I hope the children will be waving their palms and doing their own 
procession while they watch a live streamed Mass at churchservices.tv 
Mass Readings can be found at www.wednesdayword, with puzzles & games. 
There are also stories & games for children at the cafod kidz website. 
A children’s Liturgy & family prayers are available on www.tentenresouirces 
 
And for adults: Much more on the Westminster Diocese website www.rcdow.org.uk 
including open access to films & videos with discussion questions  with the suggestion of 
viewing them with friends & discussing by Skype etc. 

http://www.cte.org.uk/prayersofhope
http://www.wednesdayword/
http://www.tentenresouirces/
http://www.rcdow.org.uk/


Also an excellent lecture series: Journeying through the Bible with Matthew by Fr, Javier 
Ruiz-Ortiz. 
 
Please note: Because of the Coronavirus crisis, Sr Jenefer’s office is closed until further 
notice, and she will not see any emails, or hear any voicemail messages, or be able to reply 
to them. For anything urgent, please contact one of the priests. 
 
 
The Holy Week Liturgies 
will still be celebrated in Holy Trinity and in all the parish churches of the Diocese, even 
though a congregation cannot be present. So that you can unite spiritually with Fr Richard 
or Fr Mark as the celebrant of each of these, we are asked by the Bishops of England and 
Wales to announce the times they will be celebrated in our parish. You could at those times 
use the prayers and Bible readings for the day from your own Missal at home. (Or you could 
watch a live streamed liturgy from Westminster Cathedral, or one of the parishes of the 
Diocese – see the Diocese of Westminster website.) 
 
Times of the Liturgies in Holy Trinity   (no congregation present) 
 
Saturday 4th April    6.30 pm  Liturgy of the Word on the Messianic Entrance. 
Blessed Palms will be available at a later date when travel is again possible. 
Palm Sunday, 5th April             9.30 am Mass with reading of the Passion 
Maundy Thursday, 9th April          6.00 pm Mass of the Last Supper 
9.00 – 10.00 pm Watch of Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament with Jesus in Gethsemane 
Good Friday, 10th April              3.00 pm   Celebration of the Lord's Passion 
Holy Saturday, 11th April              8.00 pm The Easter Vigil 
Easter Sunday, 12th April             10.00 am  Mass 
We are all invited to renew our Baptismal Promises on Saturday night or Sunday – the text 
of this will be given in next week's newsletter. 
 
 
 
A JOURNEY THROUGH HOLY WEEK 
 
Palm Sunday 
Palm Sunday gives us a foretaste of the rest of Holy Week: the traditional blessing and 
procession of palms gives us already a hint of Christ's glorification at Easter through his 
resurrection, before the rest of the Mass focuses on the sufferings of his Passion which will 
come on Good Friday. Here follows an adapted version of a homily preached by Fr Richard 
last year. Although we cannot celebrate in the church this year, we can reflect on the prayers 
and Bible readings at home. 
  
‘The King’s standards advance.’ These are the opening words of one of the hymns for 
Passiontide. It envisages a situation in which the King, full of confidence in his strategy and 



his military strength, advances into battle against an enemy who is certain to be defeated. 
My Latin dictionary tells me that this standard (vexillum) is in particular ‘a red flag hoisted 
on the general’s tent as a signal for battle.’ 
 
This is the kind of ethos of the Palm Sunday Procession which the Church tells us is ‘in 
honour of Christ the King’. Although this year we can only do it in our mind's eye, we are 
the crowds of his loyal subjects who hail him and join in his procession as he goes into 
battle against the forces of evil. Already with its cries of Hosanna (‘save now’) the waving 
palm branches and red robes are a sign of confidence in Christ’s resurrection victory next 
Sunday. Then we shall be able to affirm: ‘Death with life hath contended in that combat 
stupendous. The Prince of life who died, reigns immortal;’ Today we sing in our hearts his 
praises in a kind of national anthem of Christendom: ‘All glory, laud and honour, to thee 
Redeemer King.’ This does not contradict the fact that Jesus enters the city as a King of 
peace, whose conquering ambitions only extend to the seat of power of Satan, in order to 
release us from his thrall and restore to us our true freedom and dignity as God’s sons and 
daughters.   
 
The atmosphere in the actual cut and thrust of battle is rather different from that in which 
troops set out under their leader, and the temptation to desertion at that point is surely 
real. We who sing ‘Hosanna!’ today must remain close to Christ the Suffering Servant as he 
processes along the Way of Sorrows to Calvary on Good Friday. We must not abandon him 
like the disciples who all forsook him and fled, but be like Mary, the women of Jerusalem 
and Simon of Cyrene, who were alongside Jesus as he moved slowly forward. Victory will 
be snatched from the jaws of defeat as Jesus utters his victorious final word from the cross 
at the moment of death: ‘It is accomplished.’ 
 
The final part of the procession which we have begun in our hearts today will be a running 
to the tomb with Peter and John on Easter Sunday morning when we shall discover it to be 
empty, and then recognise the risen Saviour in our midst as he greets us by name, as he 
did Mary of Magdala. We shall follow him into the Galilee of our future life of witness to 
him, and eventually share in his triumphant Ascension procession into the heavenly 
kingdom where he is seated at the right hand of the Father. ‘Now that he has destroyed 
the defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place at the right hand of divine majesty.’ 
(Hebrews 1:3.) 
 
 
Holy Thursday – The Lord’s Supper. 
  
Like all good Jews do nowadays, in the Old Testament, the Hebrews remembered annually 
the Lord’s Passover to prepare their liberation from Egypt.  A lamb was slaughtered, eaten 
quickly, and its blood was smeared on the doorsteps and lintels of their homes, to protect 
them from the angel of death which passed over the homes marked by the lamb’s blood. 
The lamb’s blood symbolises the Hebrews’ continued life and liberation from slavery as 



they crossed the Red Sea to freedom. When Passover is celebrated, the long-ago events 
are brought present in the here and now.  
The Last Supper was a Passover meal. At every Eucharist, Jesus and his disciples are present 
with us at the table at which Jesus says these precious words, ‘This is my body … this is my 
blood’. We can truly say, we are present with the Lord.  
The four evangelists tell us Jesus’ last meal with the disciples was in celebration of the 
Passover. However, John does not include the institution of the Eucharist but tells us the 
Last Supper was eaten before the Passover festival.  This means the time Jesus dies on the 
cross as the true Lamb of God, shedding his blood for humanity, was the very moment the 
lambs were being slaughtered by the Temple priests ready for the Passover Meal.  
John tells us that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. On this Holy Night Jesus speaks to us 
through the symbolism of the basin, jug and towel, and in the eucharistic bread and wine. 
Our identity as Christ ‘s disciples is found in the memory of this night. Our challenge is to 
make the memory of Jesus’ love for all humanity live again in the way we forgive others 
and treat them with compassion and generosity. If we imitate the simple and eloquent act 
of washing others’ feet, we become the story we remember.  
The coronavirus teaches us our vulnerability, but on Holy Thursday we also see our need 
for love and forgiveness, our belonging to one another as a community of children of the 
one true God. We may not be able to meet in church, but we are the Church. Tonight, Jesus 
Christ is asking us to take up the towel, jug and basin, to remove our robes of pride and 
bend down to wash the dirty, tired, well- travelled feet of another. Then, he invites us to 
sit down, and with equal humility and gratitude, welcome the healing water from another’s 
jug washing our feet.  
Without service, it is nearly impossible to follow Jesus. Whatever we do in life be it parent, 
carer, friend or good neighbour, religious, priest, lay person, must be done in generous 
service, so metaphorically Jesus Christ can wash the feet of humanity using our hands.  
Ours are the hands of Jesus in the world which are needed more than ever at this difficult 
time.  
 
 
Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord.  
 
On Good Friday, we commemorate the Passion of Jesus who died for us all. Many of you 
will know about the priest, Saint Maximillian Kolbe, who took the place of another prisoner 
condemned to death in Auschwitz. Kolbe heard the condemned and distressed man crying 
out, ‘My wife! My children!’ and said, “Let me take that man's place... I am a Catholic priest. 
I have no family like this man.’  The guards agreed. The survivor was eternally grateful to 
Father Maximillian. The question is this: If this man had that much gratitude for Fr. 
Maximilian Kolbe, how much more should we have for Jesus?  What this humble priest did 
for the prisoner, Jesus has done for each of us. Jesus died in our place.   
 
The death of Jesus on the Cross has done everything for us as he is the source of our eternal 
salvation.  We must respond with wonder and immense gratitude.  Jesus does not 
ask us for a passive response to his sacrifice but rather, by his grace, he allows us to 



participate in his own sufferings.  Saint Paul says, in his letter to the Colossians, we can 
make up in our bodies what is ‘lacking in the suffering of Christ.’  How can we participate 
in the suffering of Jesus, two thousand years after the first Good Friday?  One way is by 
accepting the inevitable suffering in our lives and taking it to the cross.    
  
Perhaps you are feeling afflicted on this Good Friday.  Maybe you are afflicted by grief; by 
the loss of a loved one; by loneliness, fear or self-isolation; by illness; or by difficulties in a 
relationship.  Remember what Saint Pope John Paul II, once said to an American priest who 
suffered multiple physical afflictions.  John Paul II held him by the shoulders and, looking 
into his eyes, said, ‘Do not waste your sufferings.’  Nor should we ‘waste our 
sufferings’.  We are invited to join them to those of Jesus on the cross.  The late Mother 
Angelica once said, ‘Suffering in itself does not make us holy. It is only when we unite it, 
out of love, to the suffering of Christ that it has meaning. Suffering without love is wasted 
pain.’    
  
On Good Friday, in your home, look at a crucifix and think of those words we would sing in 
church, ‘Behold the wood of the cross, on which hung the salvation of the world,’ and 
respond, ‘Come, let us adore.’  Adore the image of Christ crucified, and with humble 
gratitude kiss the cross and say, ‘Jesus, you took my place. You died for me. Help me to live 
for you’.  And as you express your gratitude, you can join our own personal sufferings – 
whatever they may be – to those of Jesus.  As Pope John Paul II told that priest, we should 
not waste our suffering.  Instead, we can bring our suffering to Jesus and unite it to his 
Cross. 
 
 
With Mary at the Foot of the Cross -  a Meditation During the Coronavirus Crisis 
 

Over the altar in our church is a large crucifix, flanked by the figures of Mary and John the 
beloved disciple, Jesus spoke to both of them from the cross. We tend to focus on what 
Jesus said to John, 'Behold your mother.' But we should equally meditate on the words 
Jesus spoke to Mary, 'Woman, behold your Son.' Mary was always obedient to the will of 
the heavenly Father, and to the directives of her Son. At the Annunciation, in response to 
Gabriel's message she said. ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done to me according 
to thy word.' To the servants at the wedding feast of Cana she said to the servants 
concerning Jesus, 'Do whatever he tells you.' So now at the foot of the cross, in obedience 
to her Son's dying wish she takes John, and in him all of us who also are his beloved 
disciples, into her maternal care. She shares our sorrows and shares with us her 
compassion and consolation. 
Last Thursday was the 15th anniversary of the death of Pope St John Paul II, Cardinal 
Comastri, Vicar General for Vatican City, now suffering from the coronavirus, recalls how 
during his long illness John Paul II had shared in a special way in Christ's passion. He notes 
that his coat of arms showed an M beneath a cross, to indicate Mary standing at the foot 
of the cross, and that his response was his motto, Totus Tuus Maria (“Mary, I am all yours”). 
He comments 'This was because Mary listened to the words Jesus addressed to her: 

http://standrewparish.blogspot.com/2008/10/what-is-lacking-in-afflictions-of.html


"Woman, behold your son!”. That is: "Don't think of me, but think of others, help them to 
transform pain into love, help them to believe that goodness is the strength that overcomes 
evil". From that moment on, Mary took concern for us upon herself, and when we let 
ourselves be guided by her, we are in safe hands. John Paul II believed this, he trusted Mary, 
and with Mary he transformed pain into love.' Mary will help us to do the same. 
During Holy Week we can pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, and also meditate 
on the Seven Sorrows of Mary: 
1. The prophecy of Simeon that a sword would pierce her soul. (Luke 2:34-35.) 
2. The flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15.) 
3. The loss of the child Jesus in the Temple. ((Luke 2:43-51) 
4. The meeting of Jesus and his mother on the way to Calvary. (Implicit in Luke    
                 23:27.) 
5. The Crucifixion (John 19.) 
6. The taking down of the body of Jesus (Mark 15:43-46) and its placing in Mary's     
                 arms. 
7. The burial of Jesus. (John 19.41-42.) 
 

 
 
Holy Saturday – Easter Vigil  will be published next week 
 
 
Please pray for the sick especially: Charley O’Neill, Christopher Browne, Clifford Browne, 
Marie Duffy, Irene Macneil, Joan Canning, Ethan Hollyman, Francis Brady, Heather 
Marcille, Breda Moloney, Edward Atkinson, Ray Collins, Christina Sweeney, Jenny 
Majumdar, Claudia Jaksch, Lyda Franco and Eddie Hughes. We commend to God those 
who died recently: Canon Eddie Matthews and those with anniversaries around this time: 
Abby Lyden, Brigid and John Doherty and Cecilia The. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


